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ery quietly, a presidential
commission to review the
proposed binary modern-
ization of the U.S. chemical
warfare stockpile has begun opera-
tion. The lack of fanfare that accom-
panied its launching suggests
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117187a ‘Fither simple matter t§
challenge the arguments that have
been put forth i support of the
binary, including..the notion of its
being effective as a deterrent ornec-

essary for arms control. Itis neither. .

The Army's program is simply
based on momentum, not on ration-

concern that here is a weapons sys-
tem with which, unlike the MX, the
president may not want to be 100
closely associated.

The issue of biological and
chemical warfare is now a very
explosive issue. Concern is
rfounting that the Soviets are
embarked on a major modernization -
program in which all the modern’
techniques of biotechnology and
genetic engineering are being
applied. .

If this is true and, while suspi-
cions are well-founded the direct evi-
dence is sparse, then the problem is -
extremely severe and could become

ality or reality, andahould be can-
celed, permanentiv

\he binary is a good exampleof
E misdirected attention. -The:
. issue today is not-how to deter.
the Soviet use of chemical munitions
should a war in Europe break out. In
such an event, the state of the U.S.
chemical stockpile would be the
least of our worries. The problem
today is the possible emergence of a
modern biochem threat that is
qualitatively different in almost all
regards from the traditional percep-
tion of the Soviet chemical threat.
Since 1981, emigre scientists

imust be sought.

. from their assomanon'fbecaxise of
: theu' unet.hxcal prac‘tices >

*One avenue being pursied isarms
control Unfortunaely, arms eontrol
:*has failed ‘most ‘markedly.ih. the
c«hf,mxcal and. biological, warfarg.
-areus;as best we cmdexcrmme.Nor i
.48 there ‘any reason to. expect
future to be any different: %X\\
-arms control efforts will" contm{;_’f,«:
“other means to contain the ‘threst’

The most obvious such effort s

3 ‘suggested by nature of the proble

itself,  There is a strong, natu
repughance against chemical and
bxological warfare, in several

- regards’ even, stronger than that.

associated’ W’ith -nuclear warfare,
and: espemally amiong those sciens.,
tists whose talents are most critical:
to the development of ‘such:.cap:
abilities. One sees ev1dence Qf IhlS n-
industry, science ‘associations, and"
scientists. Recently,U.S:™ "psychis.
atrists decided.to expel the«Sover

from the Soviet-Union have been try-
ingto wa;;n__*people in the West that
«the Soviet:] Uni aggressive
bicchen Weapd - This is

. Smnlar concernscan be
theSovxet scaexmﬁc commu
- oI just the-emigte
B .European and Soyie

the most serious world-security
problem for the remainder of the
century.

In this case, the issue is how to

contain this new threat, to get the
Soviets and other nations to cease
and desist. Viewed in this light, the
proposed modernization program is
not only out of touch with the reality
of the emerging threat, it is indeed
counterproductive because it can
have only one effect, to spur the Sovi-
ets onward.

Alternatively, if the Soviets are
not embarked on an aggressive mod-

.civilian and govax‘n
mind as well as military. dnd with
sabotage and special opérations pers:

ernization program, and if the belief
expressed in the ldtést U.S. defense-
posture statement, “Although we no'»f'w

haps more important ‘than: 'reguian
military forces. That: 1s,1ts nature is: -
far, far different from any of * tbe
thoughts that went into the. pr,opo d

sicem mumcated _x

“directly 16 Weqemers msnmg't‘heir- :

cmmtues dnd some Wrxtmgs by.

Communist scientists, when
.speaking of the military potential of
modern biochem technologies,

appear to be doing so in the sense of
.- communicating a warning.

ese feelings should be recog-
njzed-Accordingly, one course
actionsindicated is forma-
massive worldwide scienti-

Eﬁpﬁicai,.. educatxonal ~and

longer believe the Soviets,intend 1o .
use chemical weaponséii a massive -
scale, the selective use against spes
cial targets cannot-be rided oirr”

U.S. modemlzauon program

6 e

Should this threat ‘emerge, and.

well-founded; , there is little direct evidence that it
Sovietinteresti “has emerged, this likely would lead
IS declining: Again,if this o s responsive U.S. program. The
“Initiating a new.binary 1 Iquestion:is how.1o prevent b of-
tidh “program - would’ apy - these events from hap)

‘about the worst possxble
:adtmn ’ ey
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evervinternational conterencexcan
_be a stroae voice and effective intel-

 igence agent (for. the public, not‘fm'
 4heClar. i

ess with the Soviets can dggde
what not tose o under what assu¥-

»

“ xery Sovxet'scxen ‘aryd tech-

?:E ieian is a_potential saboteur.
R whichithe Soviet State uncom-
fortably -recognizes: The ‘scientific

;. dnd technical community worldwide
-has “engrmous leverage, farimore
‘thari the" governments in thls prob

“lem area. R

‘«‘w;tn SN

A propaganda campaign should
be mounted to mobilize this leverage
worldwide, both to learn how serious
the potential threat is and to stop the
applications of biotechnology and
genetic engineering to offensivé
chemical and biological warfare.

If, after two or three vears of
effort, it is clear that the emergence
of a modern biochem threat cannot
be contained, then the problem of
how the West should respond will
. have to be addressed with the
rgreatest seriousness. And, in this
case, it is unlikely that anyone would
§ '»éven .give the proposed binary “a
i _passmg thought.

-t

-hile it is ‘not too early to
b’egmhshmkmg about U.S;
« ¥+ respohses toa modern bioc-
\hem threat, the highest priority at
present ‘togprevent the s1tuanon N

Cnrrently, a: strong propag?nda
ampalgn ‘appears; to be one
avaxlame and potentially effective
opmg wnh The problem.

? nnsn Efforts are requared to
identify'additional approaches as a
matter of the hlgh tnatxonal pnor-

V. the, °;)resxdems new
commission-to review the chefhical
" modermzanonpmgram will rapldly
dlspense with:the binary issue’ ‘and
- then direct its attention’and energy |
to the real problem. ‘
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J oseph D.Douglass Jr is a defense _
adviser to the Reason Foundation,
a California-based think tank.
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